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The Drumbeat is the official
newsletter of Blue Heron Lodge. It is
mailed on an approximately quarterly
basis to members of the Lodge
whose dues are paid.
The Drumbeat is also available on
the Lodge website
http://www.blueheronlodge.org
The Lodge Executive Committee
(LEC) meets each month on the 4th
Wednesday of the month. The
meeting is at the Council Service
Center and begins at 7:30 PM.
Lodge Calendar
24 June – LEC
21-23 August – Second Ordeal
26 August – LEC
23 September – LEC
23-25 October – Fall Fellowship
28 October – LEC
12 December – LLD & Holiday
Banquet

Brothers,
Blue Heron Lodge has been off to an excellent start for its 2009 year.
We have had great lodge turnouts at a number of events including our Holiday
Banquet, Freeze-o-ree, and SR7A Conclave. Spread word to fellow Arrowmen
in your troop and community to encourage them to pay their dues and remain
active within the Order of the Arrow (OA) so they may partake in even more
fun events held later in the year.
As always, running a lodge takes great dedication from a staff of wellqualified youth. There are still several openings in key positions for those who
are interested in serving in some form. They are listed later in this newsletter.
We are always welcoming new additions to the executive team and would love
to see more people take on a greater role in running the lodge. Remember the
OA is a youth-led organization.
As I conclude, I will put a special emphasis on attendance at chapter
meetings. Our chapters this year have had some great meetings and activities,
but hardly anyone to share the excitement with due to low turnout. Chapters are
the primary information conduit between the lodge, the troop and the
Arrowman so it is important to ensure you attend in order to stay on top of the
latest news on upcoming events and OA information. Check out highlights
posted by your chapter to see what’s in store.
Preston Marquis
Blue Heron Lodge Chief

Conclave-Closing Report
The 2009 Conclave was held at Bayport Scout Reservation. We had
tons of fun and good fellowship. Blue Heron took 3rd place in the 5k run/walk
and the Vigil Ceremony. Our Lodge had 77 members attend, and we all were
rockin' our dread hats and passin' out the free "red stripes" to show our spirit.
All and all we had an awesome time, made some new friends, and ate some
good and spicy Jamaican Jerk chicken prepared by our own Blue Heron cook
crew members Arthur and Albert Joynes. If you missed the fun this year, make
plans to go with us next year. Mark your calendars for April 23-25, 2010.
Joe Hotel
2009 Conclave Chairman

Announcements
! Please remember our brothers Wes Parker and Bill Thompson during
their hospital stays.
! If you have not received your OA membership card, contact Ed Hotel
at ehotel@cox.net to find out if a mistake was made.
! Be one of the first to get to new lodge t-shirt (order form on page 5).
! At the May Ordeal, a patch auction raised $319 to help cover the cost
of a new stove in the dining hall.

Advisor’s Minute & Committees
Lodge Advisor’s Minute

Camping Promotions

Brothers,
We have had a very successful and productive
year so far, considering we are only half way through.
Numerous service hours have been accomplished this
year starting in February with the Freeze-o-ree through
the May ordeal. Many thanks to all of you who gave of
your time and talents to successfully complete these
projects. Much work is still left to do, but I know we can
count on you as we have in the past.
Our lodge youth leadership potential is
overwhelming, especially after inducting 102 new
members at the May Ordeal. With this potential comes
the need for adult leadership and mentors. As of today
the lodge is in need of the following advisors: Fall
Fellowship, Freeze-o-ree, Conclave, Camping
Promotions, Drumbeat, Video, High Adventure, Dance
and Drum.
The above list highlights just a few of the critical
positions requiring immediate attention in our lodge.
These positions not only provide crucial support for our
youth, but also provide us, as adults, with the
opportunity to learn and grow within the lodge. Please
contact me with any interest or questions regarding these
opportunities at ehotel@cox.net or (757) 563-2744.
Many thanks to everyone for your continued
hard work. I'm looking forward to seeing everyone at our
next event.

Here are some basic instructions for conducting
a camping promotion visit for a Troop.

Ed Hotel
Blue Heron Lodge Advisor

5. Thank the troop for its time.

Ceremonies

1. Set up a date in advance with the scoutmaster and
SPL. Inform them that you will need about ten minutes
during the meeting to conduct the survey.
2. At the meeting, wear a full uniform including an OA
sash to represent the lodge.
3. Obtain the following information:
A. How often troop uses Pipsico (rough number
estimate).
B. What scouts like about camp (two to three
things).
C. What scouts want to see changed at camp (two to
three things)
D. Why or why not does troop attend summer camp
at Pipsico.
E. Ask if anyone has seen the board set up in
the scout shop (rough number estimate).
4. Remind scouts that if they really want to go to camp
this year it is not too late. Provisional camper programs,
in which they stay with another unit for the week, are
available at Pipsico. Further information is at the council
service center.

6. Fill out the online form through the lodge website at
http://blueheronlodge.org/pipsicosurvey.aspx. This will
ensure that the information is recorded.

Brothers,
I would like to congratulate our lodge
ceremonies team on an outstanding performance at our
May Ordeal. The following team members performed:
Nick Rouse, Taylor Bobrow, Brian Nerino, Kenneth
Kissel, Joe Kippenhan, and Sean Kane.
I would like to say thank you to Brian Nerino for
his services to the ceremonies team for the past 5 years.
This May ordeal was his last ceremony.
If you are interested in joining the team, we
meet the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month. Our
meetings are held from 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Great Bridge
Baptist Church. You may get more information at
www.blueheronlodge.org/ceremonies.asp.

Brotherhood
If you have been an ordeal member for 10
months or more, you are now eligible to take the
Brotherhood commitment, a pledge that you will
continue to serve Blue Heron Lodge along with your
troop. The ceremony costs $15 and includes your sash
and a certificate. You need to be in full Class-A uniform,
and bring something to write with, a pocketknife, and a
walking stick that you are not attached to (as you will
not be returning with it). There will be a walk at the
August Ordeal August 21-23 and the Fall Fellowship
October 23-25. I look forward to seeing you as you
continue on your journey through the Order.

Taylor Bobrow

Charles Tate

Chapter Reports
Cape Henry

Powhatan

Last month, the Cape Henry chapter’s guest
speaker was a bridge inspector, Derek Keltner, who
described to the boys his job, inspecting bridges
hundreds of feet in the air. Though it may not sound
interesting, it was a hit. Everyone enjoyed listening to
Derek.
The month before, we had Tom Prochilo, a
retired F-14 pilot and current teacher at Lynnhaven
Middle School. He gave us the best speech ever,
bringing in a small bomb, and lots of cool pictures,
helped our chapter get the best attendance of all. Sadly,
next month will be our last meeting before September,
and we plan on going out with a bang! We are having
our annual Cape Henry chapter cookout, and it will be a
blast. There will be food, games, and fun! And on our
next meeting in September, we are planning on having
Mr. Lassalle Blanks as our guest speaker, so if you can’t
make the cookout, plan on making this meeting! So let’s
get the attendance up in the Cape Henry chapter!

Powhatan is off to a fun and exciting year. We
have participated in numerous council activities, such as
the Pinewood Derby and all of the lodge events,
including the ordeals and the Freeze-o-ree. Also, our
chapter has given hundreds of hours already this year in
service to Fort Boykin. Many of our trips there included
clearing foliage from the ramparts of the old fort, which
has seen many wars. We have been successful in
clearing a large portion of the fort and plan to finish the
rest of it off in the fall. We have had great attendance at
chapter meetings and have had numerous training
sessions as well as, many fun programs including guest
speakers. Overall we have accomplished quite a bit and I
look forward to the oncoming months and upcoming
activities.

Bradley Dyson
Cape Henry Chapter Chief
Chowanoc
We at Chowanoc have our meeting every 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM. at Salem Middle School.
At the next meeting, we will talk about having a meeting
during the summer. We will also talk about camping
promotion and upcoming events in general. You should
come to the meetings and have fun with the OA.
Sean Kane
Chowanoc Chapter Chief
Kempsville

Alex Shelanski
Powhatan Chapter Chief
Albemarle
In Albemarle, the Pasquotank village meets on
the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Ruritan Club building
in Elizabeth City. And for the people by the beach, the
Roanoke Village meets at the American Legion building
in Kill Devil Hills. Meetings start at 7 PM.
The chapter conducted a tap out ceremony at the
Spring Camp-o-ree. Two members demonstrated Indian
dance. Crystal and Art Bunch conducted a smudging
ceremony. Members dressed in regalia conducted the
ceremony. We are looking forward to working with the
new members.
Benjamin Williams
Aaron Perry
Merrimac

At the 5 May chapter meeting, EMT John Carey
brought one of Station 14's heavy-duty rescue trucks. He
let us operate the "jaws of life" and the "claws of life."
He talked about his duties and explained to us
everything on the rescue truck. If you want to contact
me, please email.

Merrimac Chapter is currently looking to
increase attendance at our meetings. Therefore, I ask that
all members of the Merrimac Chapter, active or inactive,
attend our June 1 st meeting. We will have a guest
speaker from the Portsmouth Amateur Radio Service.

Daniel Nerino
Kempsville Chapter Chief

Thomas Ball
Merrimac Chapter Chief

This empty space is courtesy of Elizabeth River Chapter.

Leadership Opportunities
Secretary/Treasurer
Brothers,
I have the unfortunate obligation of announcing
the resignation of our Lodge Secretary-Treasurer,
Crandall Miller. I would like for everyone to join me in
thanking him for his service to the lodge and wish him
well on wherever his path may lead him. With his
resignation comes an unexpected yet critical vacancy
within the Lodge Executive Committee (LEC).
Normally the Secretary/Treasurer is an elected position,
determined at Fall Fellowship, however, in this case an
appointment will be made to choose who will serve the
remain of the term, lasting until the Holiday Banquet.
The Secretary/Treasurer does the following:
a. Chairs the Finance Committee, making monthly
finance reports, preparing and managing the lodge
budget, and works with chapters and committees to
oversee spending within their areas.
b. Oversees the work of the Custodial Committee.
c. Takes minutes and attendance at LEC meetings.
d. Handles additional administrative tasks as required.
Any youth who feels qualified and ready to
undertake such a responsibility should send his name,
contact information, and relevant leadership experience
to: Preston Marquis, Lodge Chief
Preston Marquis
Lodge Blue Heron Chief
Ceremonies Director
a. Runs the lodge ceremonies team; schedules practices,
arranges ceremonial events, and recruits members.
b. Assists chapter chiefs in the implementation and
development of chapter Ceremony teams.
c. Responsible for conducting OA call-outs, ordeal,
vigil, brotherhood, and other ceremonies as scheduled or
as requested by Lodge Chief (or his designee).
Unit Election Chairman
a. Administers the lodge Unit Elections program,
providing guidance and administrative oversight to
chapter elections chairmen.

b. Responsible for the selection and training of all unit
election teams and scheduling of unit elections through
the chapter Unit Elections coordinators.
c. Sets goals and priorities for Unit Elections and is
responsible for communicating election cut-off dates.
Service Chairman
a. Organizes and supervises lodge service activities
taken on throughout the year.
b. Responsible for collecting and maintaining the list of
service projects undertaken by the lodge and chapters.
Membership Chairman
a. Responsible for overseeing and promoting the
collection of membership dues and personnel history
records.
b. Ensures proper membership records are kept and
makes them available, as requested, to the Lodge
Executive Committee.
For the positions of Service, Ceremonies, or
Unit Elections, applicants should contact Joe Kippenhan.
For the position of Membership, applicants
should contact Sean Warren.
Please include the below information in your
email: Name, Phone Number, Chapter, Leadership
Experience.
Camping Promotions Advisor
a. Provides support and mentoring to the overall
development of the Camping Promotions committee and
its youth members.
b. Responsible for representing the lodge on the Council
Camping Promotions committee, when called upon.
c. Ensures the committee has the necessary resources
and equipment needed to carry out its tasks.
d. Assists in the facilitation of the annual Camping
Promotions program undertaken by the lodge.
Interested adults should send their contact
information along with any relevant experience or
background information to: Ed Hotel, ehotel@cox.net.

If you do not want to take a lodge position, chapters always have openings for eager Arrowmen.

Events & Photos
Fort Boykin Service Project

Members of Powhatan clearing trees.

In Smithfield, Virginia, sits one of the oldest
forts in the United States. Fort Boykin was built in 1623
to protect the colonies from the Native Americans and
the Spanish. Later, Boykin was used in the French and
Indian War, the American Revolution, the War of 1812,
and the American Civil War.
In May of 2008, Powhatan began restoration of
the fort, which had become infested with heavy brush,
vines, and trees. The chapter has been taking groups of
its members about twice every month, and progress has
been made steadily. So far, members of Powhatan
District, both OA and Troops, haves accumulated 1023
service hours.

NOAC
The National Order of the Arrow Conference
(NOAC) is quickly approaching, August 1-6. For those
who think they missed registration, don't worry. There
are several spots still open. If you are interested in one of
these spots or have questions about NOAC, contact the
chairman.
If you have paid only the first portion of the
payment, don't forget to pay your second payment. The
sooner you pay it, the better. Also, don't forget to buy at
least 2 of the lodge t-shirts that you can currently
preorder using the form found on the lodge website or
this issue of the Drumbeat.
I'm very excited for this year’s NOAC. I know
that Blue Heron is going to make itself known. As the
date gets closer we will start planning for the different
events. If you are interested in ceremonies, I would
recommend that you come with us to NOAC and
compete with the team.
Joe Kippenhan
May Ordeal Photos

Patrick Clark
Powhatan V/C of Administration
May Ordeal-Closing Report

Candidates entering the Ordeal Ceremony.

The May Ordeal went very well. One hundred
two Ordeal members and thirty-nine Brotherhood
members were inducted. The lodge also provided a great
deal of service to the camp. In excess of 1000 work
hours were completed at camp. Work was begun on
expanding the Trading Post and digging the pit for the
future volleyball court, and the sites were setup for
summer camp.
For all of you who helped to accomplish these
goals, thank you very much.
Charles Tate
May Ordeal Chairman

New Brotherhood members.

Lodge Officers
Lodge Chief
Lodge Advisor
Staff Advisor
Executive V.C.
Administration V.C.
Operations V.C.
Secretary/Treasurer

Name
Preston Marquis
Ed Hotel
Phil McGinnis
Keith MacDonald
Sean Warren
Joe Kippenhan

Email
ehotel@cox.net
pmcginnis@bsamail.org

Lodge Executive Committee
The Lodge Executive Committee (LEC)
meets each month on the 4th Wednesday of
the month. The meeting is at the Council
Service Center and begins at 7:30 PM. All
Lodge members are invited to attend and to
participate in the business of the Lodge and
provide input into discussions, however
only elected or appointed LEC members
may vote at this meeting.

National Membership Number
Your BSA member number, which we request to verify national registration, is on your Scout membership card. Please
put this number on registration forms.

